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would have had a substantial surplus but for this fire. In
the actual circumstances there was no alternative but for him to
go bankrupt in 1833. The bankruptcy was not made effective
until July, 1834, but it did not liberate him from his debts. In
1837 one °f his unsatisfied creditors threatened him with prison,
and he was not entirely free of debt even by 1850, although by
that time he had paid off most of his old creditors. In the end
they all got their due, and it would appear that Nobel did not
allow reverses to affect him. To an increasing degree he directed
his energies to inventions of the most varied type, and although
he had never really studied chemistry, he plunged into chemical
experiments. He bought a small rubber factory, and installed
apparatus for chemical, military and industrial purposes. He
seems to have been particularly interested in the idea of a kind
of sack or pack in which the soldier could carry his kit, but which
should also be capable of being expanded into air cushions on a
bridge of which the troops could walk when they wanted to cross
a stream. As, however, in spite of all his efforts, he found it
difficult to make his way in his own country, he decided in 1837
to emigrate to Finland. The passport in favour of " I. Nobell,
mechanic," was issued on the I5th December. The documents
available do not show how long he stayed in Finland; but it
would appear to have been for a short time only. He eventually
settled down at Petersburg, and his family followed him there in
1842. On the 2ist October the passport in favour of his wife
" and two infant children " was issued. These were probably
Ludwig and Alfred, who were eleven and nine years old at the time.
It may be natural to wonder what compelling motive, apart
from his economic difficulties, could have induced Nobel to leave
his country and, for a time at any rate, his family, in order to try
his fortune in Russia, a country with which he was wholly un-
familiar. We may also wonder how he came to devote inventive

